


About Willapa National Wildlife Refuge
Willapa Bay is the largest estuary in the northwest United States region
outside Puget Sound, covering approximately 88,000 acres at high tide with
over 100 miles of shoreline.  The Bay is the defining  geography for the
Willapa National Wildlife Refuge, which comprises nearly 14,000 acres of
upland forest, tidelands, beach dunes, freshwater marshes, diked grasslands,
and other wetland habitat.  Aquatic habitats and grasslands on the
Refuge support migratory populations of literally hundreds of bird species
such as black brant, trumpeter swans, Canada geese, scaup, canvasback,
bufflehead, scoters, and American wigeon. The Refuge also hosts some of the
largest concentrations of shorebirds on the Pacific Coast and provides
habitat for the threatened western snowy plover and a threatened seabird,
the marbled murrelet. Black bear, black-tailed deer, Roosevelt elk, bats,
bobcats, and grouse can be found in the forests and upland habitats.  The
cool, wet climate of Willapa Bay makes the area a "hotspot" of amphibian and
fish diversity, where Refuge habitats support over half of the 24 native
amphibians that occur in the state and provide spawning grounds for chinook,
coho, and chum salmon, steelhead, and cutthroat trout. Willapa is one of
over 500 national wildlife refuges in the United States operated by the U.S.
Department of Fish and Wildlife.  TheNational Wildlife Refuge System is the
only national network of  public lands in the world set aside
specifically for the conservation of fish, wildlife and plants. Encompassing
93 million acres, the Refuge System boasts more units than the National
Forest System and more acres than the National Park System.  The Refuge
system celebrated 100 years of conservation success in 2003, its Centennial
year.
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